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in how the Department of Homeland
Security interacts and shares informa-
tion with key State and local stake-
holders.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

Washington, DC, October 28, 2015.
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL,
Chairman, House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, Ford Office Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: On September 30,
2015, your committee ordered H.R. 3503, the
“Department of Homeland Security Support
to Fusion Centers Act of 2015,”” reported. Ad-
ditionally, on that same day, your com-
mittee ordered H.R. 3598, the ‘‘Fusion Center
Enhancement Act of 2015, reported.

As you know, both H.R. 3503 and H.R. 3598
contain provisions within the jurisdiction of
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. On the basis of your consultations
with the Committee and in order to expedite
the House’s consideration of both bills, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
will not assert a jurisdictional claim over ei-
ther bill by seeking a sequential referral.
This courtesy is, however, conditioned on
our mutual understanding and agreement
that it will in no way diminish or alter the
jurisdiction of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee with respect to the appointment of
conferees or to any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bills or any similar legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in the committee
reports for both bills and in the Congres-
sional Record during their floor consider-
ation. Thank you in advance for your co-
operation.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, October 29, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN NUNES: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3503, the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Support to Fu-
sion Centers Act of 2015, and H.R. 3598, the
“Fusion Center Enhancement Act of 2015.”

I appreciate your support in bringing both
of these measures before the House of Rep-
resentatives, and accordingly, understand
that the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence will not seek a sequential referral
on either bill. I acknowledge that by fore-
going a sequential referral on these two
pieces of legislation, your Committee is not
diminishing or altering its jurisdiction with
respect to any future jurisdictional claim
over the subject matters contained in these
bills or any similar legislation. Additionally,
should a conference on either bill be nec-
essary, I would support your request to have
the Permanent Select Committee rep-
resented on the conference committee.

I will include copies of this exchange in the
reports for H.R. 3503 and H.R. 3598 and in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of these bills on the House floor. I thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. McCAUL,
Chairman,
Committee on Homeland Security.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3598, the Fusion Center Enhancement
Act of 2015. First of all, let me com-
pliment Mr. BARLETTA for his bill.
Those of us who have been around kind
of know the confusion that exists
among fusion centers throughout the
country, and any effort to streamline
that confusion is much appreciated.

Mr. Speaker, this bipartisan bill
seeks to update the law to reflect the
evolution of the Department of Home-
land Security’s National Network of
Fusion Centers as well as the relation-
ship of the Department’s Office of In-
telligence and Analysis with the fusion
centers in the network.

H.R. 3598, as introduced by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA), clarifies that fusion cen-
ters are State- and locally owned and
operated and requires the Depart-
ment’s Office of Intelligence and Anal-
ysis to provide support to centers in its
network through the deployment of ap-
propriate personnel and providing ac-
cess to information.

Importantly, H.R. 3598 also adds sev-
eral new responsibilities to the Under
Secretary of Intelligence and Analysis
related to grant guidance, coordinating
nationwide suspicious activity reports,
and ensuring that fusion centers are
the focal points for sharing informa-
tion.

This bill makes several technical
changes to existing statutory language
to help ensure increased information-
sharing resources are made available to
Federal, State, and local law enforce-
ment officials at our National Network
of Fusion Centers.

If enacted, H.R. 3598 will go a long
way to providing States and localities
that have invested significant re-
sources in standing up fusion centers
to participate in DHS’ National Net-
work with the support they need to
keep their communities and, ulti-
mately, the Nation secure.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to ex-
press my support again for this bill and
commend the leaders of the commit-
tee’s Counterterrorism and Intel-
ligence Subcommittee, Mr. KING and
Mr. HiGGINS, for working together to
advance this timely and important
piece of legislation.

Again, let me thank Mr. BARLETTA
and talk about the longstanding confu-
sion that has existed with fusion cen-
ters around the country. When created,
it was Congress’ hope that everybody
would be singing from the same sheet
of music. Hopefully this gets us real
close to that performance. I urge the
passage of H.R. 3598 and look forward
to its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, one of the most critical
responsibilities of the Department of
Homeland Security is to share threat
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information with State and local first
responders. Fusion centers are a key
mechanism for that process. The origi-
nal requirements directing DHS’ re-
sponsibilities towards fusion centers
were enacted in 2007. In the past 8
years, there have been significant
changes to the information-sharing en-
vironment and the fusion centers
across the country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote for H.R. 3598 in order to bolster
the information-sharing environment
within the Department and between
the Department and State and local
stakeholders.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3598, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY SUPPORT TO FUSION
CENTERS ACT OF 2015

Ms. McSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3503) to require an assessment of
fusion center personnel needs, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3503

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Homeland Security Support to Fusion
Centers Act of 2015,

SEC. 2. FUSION CENTER PERSONNEL NEEDS AS-
SESSMENT.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct
an assessment of Department of Homeland
Security personnel assigned to fusion centers
pursuant to subsection (c) of section 210A of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
124h), including an assessment of whether de-
ploying additional Department personnel to
such fusion centers would enhance the De-
partment’s mission under section 101(b) of
such Act and the National Network of Fu-
sion Centers. The assessment required under
this subsection shall include the following:

(1) Information on the current deployment
of the Department’s personnel to each fusion
center.

(2) Information on the roles and respon-
sibilities of the Department’s Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis’ intelligence officers,
intelligence analysts, senior reports officers,
reports officers, and regional directors de-
ployed to fusion centers.

(3) Information on Federal resources, in ad-
dition to personnel, provided to each fusion
center.

(4) An analysis of the optimal number of
personnel the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis should deploy to fusion centers, in-
cluding a cost-benefit analysis comparing de-
ployed personnel with technological solu-
tions to support information sharing.
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(5) An assessment of fusion centers located
in jurisdictions along land and maritime bor-
ders of the United States, and the degree to
which deploying personnel, as appropriate,
from the U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, and the Coast Guard to such fu-
sion centers would enhance the integrity and
security at such borders by helping Federal,
State, local, and tribal law enforcement au-
thorities to identify, investigate, and inter-
dict persons, weapons, and related contra-
band that pose a threat to homeland secu-
rity.

(6) An assessment of fusion centers located
in jurisdictions with large and medium hub
airports, and the degree to which deploying,
as appropriate, personnel from the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to such fu-
sion centers would enhance the integrity and
security of aviation security.

SEC. 3. PROGRAM FOR STATE AND LOCAL ANA-
LYST CLEARANCES.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that any program established by
the Under Secretary for Intelligence and
Analysis of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity to provide eligibility for access to in-
formation classified as Top Secret for State
and local analysts located in fusion centers
shall be consistent with the need to know re-
quirements pursuant to Executive Order
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than two years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Under Secretary of Intelligence and
Analysis of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, in consultation with the Director of
National Intelligence, shall submit to the
Committee on Homeland Security and the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Select Committee
on Intelligence of the Senate a report on the
following:

(1) The process by which the Under Sec-
retary of Intelligence and Analysis deter-
mines a need to know pursuant to Executive
Order 13526 to sponsor Top Secret clearances
for appropriate State and local analysts lo-
cated in fusion centers.

(2) The effects of such Top Secret clear-
ances on enhancing information sharing with
State, local, tribal, and territorial partners.

(3) The cost for providing such Top Secret
clearances for State and local analysts lo-
cated in fusion centers, including training
and background investigations.

(4) The operational security protocols,
training, management, and risks associated
with providing such Top Secret clearances
for State and local analysts located in fusion
centers.
SEC. 4. INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ASSESS-

MENT.

The Under Secretary of Intelligence and
Analysis of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, in collaboration with the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the Department and rep-
resentatives from the National Network of
Fusion Centers, shall conduct an assessment
of information systems (as such term is de-
fined in section 3502 of title 44, United States
Code) used to share homeland security infor-
mation between the Department and fusion
centers in the National Network of Fusion
Centers and make upgrades to such systems,
as appropriate. Such assessment shall in-
clude the following:

(1) An evaluation of the accessibility and
ease of use of such systems by fusion centers
in the National Network of Fusion Centers.

(2) A review to determine how to establish
improved interoperability of departmental
information systems with existing informa-
tion systems used by fusion centers in the
National Network of Fusion Centers.
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(3) An evaluation of participation levels of
departmental components and offices of in-
formation systems used to share homeland
security information with fusion centers in
the National Network of Fusion Centers.

SEC. 5. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Under Sec-
retary of Intelligence and Analysis of the De-
partment of Homeland Security shall enter
into a memorandum of understanding with
each fusion center in the National Network
of Fusion Centers regarding the type of in-
formation fusion centers will provide to the
Department and whether such information
may be subject to public disclosure.

SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FUSION CENTER.—The term ‘‘fusion cen-
ter” has the meaning given such term in sub-
section (j) of section 210A of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h).

(2) NATIONAL NETWORK OF FUSION CEN-
TERS.—The term ‘‘National Network of Fu-
sion Centers’” means a decentralized arrange-
ment of fusion centers intended to enhance
individual State and urban area fusion cen-
ters’ ability to leverage the capabilities and
expertise of all such fusion centers for the
purpose of enhancing analysis and homeland
security information sharing nationally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Arizona (Ms. MCSALLY) and the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. THOMP-
SON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Arizona.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 3503, the Department of Home-
land Security Support to Fusion Cen-
ters Act of 2015.

We have made improvements since
the 9/11 attacks, the Boston Marathon
bombings, and Fort Hood to increase
and enhance the Nation’s ability to de-
tect and prevent terrorist attacks.
However, the elevated potential for at-
tacks carried out by individuals either
directed or inspired by radical violent
extremism reinforces that there is
more work to be done, especially
breaking down information-sharing
stovepipes. Ensuring that the Federal
Government is sharing intelligence and
homeland security information with
State and local officials is a vital com-
ponent to that effort.

In June, I visited the Arizona
Counter-Terrorism Intelligence Center,
or the ACTIC, my State’s fusion cen-
ter. I saw firsthand how fusion centers
are disseminating Federal threat and
intelligence information out to emer-
gency responder providers, as well as
collecting State and local information,
and fusing it with Federal intelligence
to enhance terrorist investigations and
create a more complete picture.
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While fusion centers are continuing
to mature, I am concerned about the
lack of small cities’ and rural areas’
representation in fusion centers. As we
continue to enhance the Nation’s abil-
ity to share intelligence information,
we need to ensure that all emergency
service providers have access to this
vital information.

To help break down the information-
sharing stovepipes, the ACTIC and 77
other fusion centers across the country
need greater access to intelligence and
information from the Department of
Homeland Security and its compo-
nents.

Mr. Speaker, I introduced H.R. 3503
along with Chairman McCAUL, Chair-
man KING, and Representatives
BARLETTA and LOUDERMILK to ensure
that the Department is providing fu-
sion centers with the resources needed
to protect our Nation from terrorist at-
tacks and other emergencies. This bill
passed the Subcommittee on Counter-
terrorism and Intelligence and the full
Committee on Homeland Security by
voice vote with bipartisan support.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) for adding
two important provisions to this bill
during the full committee markup.
These provisions ensure that the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s infor-
mation technology systems are user-
friendly for State and local analysts,
and require the Under Secretary of the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis to
sign a memorandum of understanding
with each fusion center to ensure that
each center is aware of what informa-
tion can be publicly disclosed.

Also, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank
Chairman NUNES of the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence
and his staff for working with me and
the Committee on Homeland Security
to get this bill to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3503, as amended,
requires the Government Account-
ability Office, GAO, to conduct an as-
sessment of the Department of Home-
land Security personnel detailed to fu-
sion centers and whether deploying ad-
ditional personnel from several of the
departmental components will enhance
threat and homeland security informa-
tion sharing. Having an unbiased as-
sessment of staffing levels and respon-
sibilities for Department of Homeland
Security personnel deployed to fusion
centers will be valuable in making de-
cisions moving forward on the appro-
priate staffing levels.

Additionally, this bill applauds the
effort of the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis in establishing a program to
provide top secret clearances to appro-
priate State and local analysts in fu-
sion centers. To ensure that this initia-
tive is carried out efficiently and in a
manner that ensures operational secu-
rity, the bill requires DHS to submit a
onetime report to Congress.

The committee has received testi-
mony from State and local law enforce-
ment about the value additional clear-
ances will provide. The need for top se-
cret clearances was also a key finding
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of the committee’s Foreign Fighter
Task Force, of which I was proud to be
a member.

It is especially timely that we are
considering this bill today. This week
is the annual conference held by the
National Fusion Center Association.
This bill will help ensure that our
State and local law enforcement offi-
cers, as well as fire and EMS personnel,
are getting access to the information
they need to protect our communities.

Since the summer, our country has
been at its highest threat posture since
9/11, given the large number of foreign
fighters and ISIS-inspired plots. It is
essential that Congress ensure that all
of the dots are being connected.

I urge all Members to support this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, PER-
MANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON IN-
TELLIGENCE,

October 28, 2015.
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL,
Chairman, House Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: On September 30,
2015, your committee ordered H.R. 3503, the
“Department of Homeland Security Support
to Fusion Centers Act of 2015,” reported. Ad-
ditionally, on that same day, your com-
mittee ordered H.R. 3598, the ‘‘Fusion Center
Enhancement Act of 2015,”” reported.

As you know, both H.R. 3503 and H.R. 3598
contain provisions within the jurisdiction of
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence. On the basis of your consultations
with the Committee and in order to expedite
the House’s consideration of both bills, the
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence
will not assert a jurisdictional claim over ei-
ther bill by seeking a sequential referral.
This courtesy is, however, conditioned on
our mutual understanding and agreement
that it will in no way diminish or alter the
jurisdiction of the Permanent Select Com-
mittee with respect to the appointment of
conferees or to any future jurisdictional
claim over the subject matters contained in
the bills or any similar legislation.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter confirming this understanding and
would request that you include a copy of this
letter and your response in the committee
reports for both bills and in the Congres-
sional Record during their floor consider-
ation. Thank you in advance for your co-
operation.

Sincerely,
DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, October 29, 2015.
Hon. DEVIN NUNES,
Chairman, Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN NUNES: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3503, the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Support to Fu-
sion Centers Act of 2015, and H.R. 3598, the
“Fusion Center Enhancement Act of 2015.”

I appreciate your support in bringing both
of these measures before the House of Rep-
resentatives, and accordingly, understand
that the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence will not seek a sequential referral
on either bill. I acknowledge that by fore-
going a sequential referral on these two
pieces of legislation, your Committee is not
diminishing or altering its jurisdiction with
respect to any future jurisdictional claim
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over the subject matters contained in these
bills or any similar legislation. Additionally,
should a conference on either bill be nec-
essary, I would support your request to have
the Permanent Select Committee rep-
resented on the conference committee.

I will include copies of this exchange in the
reports for H.R. 3503 and H.R. 3598 and in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of these bills on the House floor. I thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security.

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3503, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Support Fusion Centers Act of
2015. Mr. Speaker, this bill was passed
unanimously by the committee last
month, and I am pleased that it is
being considered on the House floor
today.

After the terrorist attacks of 9/11,
there was broad recognition that the
traditional stovepipes to the sharing of
homeland security information needed
to be cleared and that the Federal Gov-
ernment needed to do more to share
timely information with State and
local partners.

A key mechanism to fostering such
information sharing has been the de-
velopment of a network of fusion cen-
ters across the Nation. These centers
allow Federal intelligence and home-
land security information to be shared
with State and local law enforcement
and other Kkey stakeholders. As of
today, 77 fusion centers have been
stood up by State and local govern-
ments and participate in the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s National
Network of Fusion Centers.

For fusion centers to realize their
full promise, it is critical that per-
sonnel assigned to fusion centers be
able to access Department of Homeland
Security information, data, and per-
sonnel. In the course of conducting
oversight of fusion centers, the com-
mittee has learned that not enough
State and local analysts and officials
assigned to these centers have the TS/
SCI clearances necessary to foster the
timely sharing of homeland security
information and intelligence. H.R. 3503,
for the first time, authorizes DHS to
sponsor State and local analysts for se-
curity clearances.

All of us, as the chairwoman has
said, have heard from our State and
locals that this is, indeed, a problem.
The approach taken is consistent with
ongoing DHS efforts to sponsor TS and
SCI clearances on appropriate State,
local, tribal, as well as territorial part-
ners’ levels.

In the 14 years since 9/11, there has
been progress across the Federal Gov-
ernment at breaking down institu-
tional stovepipes and moving away
from a ‘‘need to know” to a ‘‘need to
share’” culture. Certainly with the
right support and buy-in at the Federal
level, the Department’s National Net-
work of Fusion Centers holds great
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promise for fostering more opportuni-
ties to interdict would-be terrorists be-
fore they attack and contributing to
better awareness, preparedness, and re-
sponses at all levels.

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank the gen-
tlewoman from Arizona for this legisla-
tion. Again, this is getting us all on the
same sheet of music. We absolutely
have to have fusion centers operating
in uniformity, and we should not have
fusion centers doing their own thing.
We are fighting this together. The
stovepiping of information is not good,
and it is not healthy. We have prob-
lems identifying bad actors, terrorists,
and what have you. So I urge passage
of H.R. 3503, the Department of Home-
land Security Support to Fusion Cen-
ters Act of 2015.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

One of the core missions of the De-
partment of Homeland Security is to
share threat information with State
and local first responders. Fusion cen-
ters are a key mechanism for that
process.

As fusion centers continue to mature
into national assets, Congress must en-
sure the Department of Homeland Se-
curity is supporting fusion centers
with the resources needed to keep our
communities safe.

Once again, I urge my colleagues to
vote for H.R. 3503.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, | rise in support of H.R. 3503, the
“Homeland Security Support Fusion Centers
Act of 2015.”

State and major urban area fusion centers
serve as central points within the state and
local environment for the receipt, analysis,
gathering, and sharing of threat-related infor-
mation between the federal government and
state, local, tribal, territorial, and private sector
partners.

H.R. 3503 will require the Under Secretary
of Intelligence and Analysis of the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS), in coordination
with the homeland security advisors of the
states to provide an assessment of fusion cen-
ter personnel needs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security.

H.R. 3503 will amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to improve the management
and administration of the security clearance
processes throughout the Department of
Homeland Security.

Homeland Security advisors must conduct a
needs assessment of Department personnel
assigned to fusion centers pursuant to sub-
section (c) of section 210A of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002.

The assessment must include information
on: the current deployment of DHS personnel
to each fusion center; the roles and respon-
sibilities of Office of Intelligence and Analysis
intelligence officers, intelligence analysts, sen-
ior reports officers, reports officers, and re-
gional directors deployed to fusion centers;
federal resources, in addition to personnel,
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provided to each fusion center; whether de-
ploying additional personnel would enhance
intelligence and information sharing between
DHS and federal, state, local, tribal, and terri-
torial partners; fusion centers located in juris-
dictions along land and maritime borders of
the United States and the degree to which de-
ploying personnel from the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection, U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement, and the Coast Guard to
such centers would enhance the integrity and
security at such borders; and fusion centers
located in jurisdictions with large and medium
hub airports and the degree to which deploy-
ing personnel from the Transportation Security
Administration to such centers would enhance
aviation security.

The Under Secretary must submit such as-
sessment to specified congressional commit-
tees, together with a report on: the number of
personnel assigned to fusion centers from the
Office of Intelligence and Analysis; the number
of personnel assigned to the National Network
of Fusion Centers from components and of-
fices of DHS and the methodology for deter-
mining the fusion centers to which such per-
sonnel are assigned; and an implementation
plan for determining how DHS’s personnel re-
sources will be allocated to fusion centers in
the future.

H.R. 3503 will help to ensure the safety of
our fusion centers and the personnel that work
within these centers.

| urge my colleagues to join me in voting for
H.R. 35083.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
McSALLY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3503, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————————

EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER
ANTI-ISRAEL AND ANTI-SEMITIC
INCITEMENT WITHIN THE PALES-
TINIAN AUTHORITY

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 293) expressing
concern over anti-Israel and anti-Se-
mitic incitement within the Pales-
tinian Authority, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 293

Whereas the 1995 Interim Agreement on
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, com-
monly referred to as Oslo II, specifically de-
tails that Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity shall ‘“‘abstain from incitement, includ-
ing hostile propaganda, against each other
and, without derogating from the principle
of freedom of expression, shall take legal
measures to prevent such incitement by any
organizations, groups or individuals within
their jurisdiction’’;

Whereas the Oslo II agreement further
states that Israel and the Palestinian Au-
thority ‘‘will ensure that their respective
educational systems contribute to the peace
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between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples
and to peace in the entire region’’;

Whereas Palestinian Authority incitement
against Israelis has continued unabated for
many years despite periods of negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinian Author-
ity;

Whereas this incitement takes on many
forms, and has included the glorification of
terrorists who have murdered Israeli civil-
ians; advocating struggle against Israel de-
spite entering into negotiations with Israel;
the demonization of Jews and Israelis, in-
cluding by the use of anti-Semitic motifs;
the denial of Israel’s existence and its
delegitimization as evidenced by the absence
of Israel on official maps used in Palestinian
Authority institutions; and false claims that
Israel or the Jews are endangering Muslim
holy sites, such as the Al-Agsa mosque/Tem-
ple Mount in Jerusalem;

Whereas in June 2013, Abbas referenced
Israeli acts which ‘“‘indicate an evil and dan-
gerous plot to destroy Al-Agsa and build the
alleged temple’’;

Whereas on September 16, 2015, Abbas stat-
ed on Palestinian television that ‘“‘we wel-
come every drop of blood spilled in Jeru-
salem. This is pure blood, clean blood, blood
on its way to Allah. With the help of Allah,
every martyr will be in heaven, and every
wounded will get his reward’’;

Whereas since mid-September 2015 there
has been a wave of Palestinian violence in

Israel and the West Bank, including
stabbings, shootings, and other terrorist
acts;

Whereas this situation has been inflamed
by statements made by Palestinian Presi-
dent Abbas, other Palestinian officials, cler-
ics, and official Palestinian Authority
media, and frequently amplified on social
media platforms;

Whereas these statements have included
repeated false claims that Israel seeks to
change the ‘‘status quo’” on the Temple
Mount/al-Agsa Mosque compound;

Whereas despite the incitement-induced
wave of terrorism, the Palestinian Authority
security forces and the Israel Defense Forces
have continued security cooperation;

Whereas section 7038 of the Consolidated
and Further Continuing Appropriations Act,
2015 states that ‘‘none of the funds appro-
priated or otherwise made available by this
Act may be used to provide equipment, tech-
nical support, consulting services, or any
other form of assistance to the Palestinian
Broadcasting Corporation’’;

Whereas section 7040(e) of the Consolidated
and Further Continuing Appropriations Act,
2015 requires the Secretary of State, if the
President waives section 7040(a) of that Act,
to ‘“‘certify and report to the Committees on
Appropriations prior to the obligation of
funds that . . . the Palestinian Authority is
acting to counter incitement of violence
against Israelis and is supporting activities
aimed at promoting peace, coexistence, and
security cooperation with Israel’’; and

Whereas the Palestinian Authority has not
fully lived up to its prior agreements with
Israel to end incitement and should do more
to prepare the Palestinian people for peace
with Israel: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses support and admiration for in-
dividuals and organizations working to en-
courage cooperation between Israelis and
Palestinians;

(2) strongly condemns the wave of violent
attacks in Israel and the West Bank;

(3) reiterates the strong condemnation of
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incitement to
violence in the Palestinian Authority as
antithetical to the cause of peace;

(4) calls on the Palestinian Authority to—
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(A) immediately discontinue incitement to
violence in all Palestinian Authority-con-
trolled media outlets, and officially and pub-
licly repudiate attacks against Israelis and
engage in a sustained effort to publicly and
officially rebuke anti-Israel incitement to
violence;

(B) continue important security coopera-
tion with Israel; and

(C) agree to unconditionally renew direct
talks with the Israelis, including the recon-
stitution of the Trilateral Commission on In-
citement;

(5) encourages responsible nations to con-
demn in the strongest possible terms incite-
ment to violence by the Palestinian Author-
ity;

(6) expresses support for the Government of
Israel in its fight against terror;

(7) directs the Department of State to reg-
ularly monitor and publish information on
all official incitement by the Palestinian Au-
thority against Jews and the State of Israel;
and

(8) calls on the Administration to continue
publicly repudiating and raising the issue of
Palestinian anti-Israel incitement to vio-
lence in all appropriate bilateral and inter-
national forums.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the esteemed chairman of our full com-
mittee, Chairman ROYCE, and Ranking
Member ENGEL, who is before us today,
for their leadership and for helping us
to mark up and vote on this resolution
at the subcommittee and at the full
committee, thereby landing us right
here on the floor this afternoon.

I would also like to thank my friend
and dear south Florida colleague, rank-
ing member of the Middle East and
North Africa Subcommittee, Mr.
DEUTCH, for joining me in introducing
this important resolution condemning
the anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incite-
ment from within the Palestinian Au-
thority.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, as we have seen
over the past 2 months in Israel, vio-
lence and terror are on the rise, and
hardly a day goes by when we don’t
hear about yet another attack against
innocent Israelis.

Since the most recent round of at-
tacks began on the Jewish New Year in
mid-September, there have been nearly
60 stabbing attacks, 5 shootings, and 6
car-ramming attacks, resulting in 10
deaths and scores more injured.

Let me repeat that again, Mr. Speak-
er: 60 stabbing attacks, 5 shootings,
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